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ohi Kikwaya atiht
Rawicihikoyan kamdcikihtayan

astwatowinihk.

astwatowin kespayik pakwanwa,
metawe ohci mohcikihtawin iyikohk
wiya ohci séniyaw.

kiskeyihta kesimetawehk ekwa tan’si
kesi otahoweyan.

kiskeyihta tan'mayikohk
ewimestinikeyan kesimohcikihtayan
ekwa mwestas kemetaweyan.

kespayin, namoya kawanihcikeyan
kametawakeyan sbniyaw namoya
nan'taw kispin kapaskiyakawiyan.

nakas ATM s6niyaw masinahikanisak
kiki kawicihikon eka késami
mestinikeyan.

castapipayan kisikadw kamohcikihtayan.

itasowata tantahto tipahikana ka-
astwatoyan.

astesini aciyaw. astesiniwin takahki
itasiwewin.

namoya miywasin kanitatdmoyan
sdniyaw ohci astwatowin.

kaya kawe kakwehotahowe soniyaw
ewanihcikeyan.

nakatohke astwatowin asci kotaka
emohcikaki itbtamowina.
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The Cree language is an Algonquian language and together
with all its dialects is recognized as the most widely spoken
Indigenous language in all of Canada. In B.C., Cree is the only
Algonquian language with a significant number of speakers.
Many of today’s English words originate from Cree. Canada’s
capital city Ottawa is named after the Algonquian nation,

the Odawa people, and Cree also makes up a large portion of
Southern and Northern Michif language used by Métis.

Dorothy Thunder is a Plains Cree (néhiyawisk-

wéw) from Little Pine First Nation, Saskatche-

wan and full-time Cree instructor in Faculty of

Native Studies at the University of Alberta. She

is a Language Keeper, educator, and a nehiyaw

iskwew (Cree woman) who practices the traditional way
of life. Her passion for the Cree language began at the

U of A, where she completed her BA in Native Studies in
June 2002 and MSc in Linguistics in December 2015. She
co-authored the book, Beginning of Print Culture in Atha-
basca Country, which won the Scholarly and Academic
Book of the Year in June 2011. In March 2011, she received
the Graduate Studies Teaching Award in recognition of
excellence in the performance of teaching duties in the
Faculty of Native Studies. Her main focus is integrating
nehiyaw language and literacy strategies from cultural
perspectives of First Nations teachings and the inclusion
of Aboriginal stories and teachings.

Dorothy Thunder | Little Pine First Nation, SK

GameSense.




